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the intelligible and sensible worlds. This formal
difference in the mode of expression only imperfectly
conceals the contradiction which arises, when the
Absolute, to which all being and thought are related,
is yet conceived as not in any sense relating itself
to them. We have here in an intensified form a
difficulty which had already risen in the Aristotelian
philosophy, when God was defined as a' purely con-
templative activity, while yet He was at the same
time conceived as the beginning and end, the first
and final cause, of the universe. In Plotinus, this
difficulty is doubled; for he regards God, the supreme
unity, as lifted above even the contemplative activity
of pure intelligence; while at the same time he has
to explain how the Absolute Being, whose activity, so
fer as it is active, has no object but itself, should
yefc.be vibe centre from which all being and thought
aare radiated, turther,* we have to remember that
this difficulty repeats itself at every stage of the
hierarchy of existence. For while Plotinus always
upholds the principle that a thing, so far as it is
occupies itself only with itself or with that
is above itself, yet he equally maintains that
it is just through this self-directed activity that it
. gives rise to a lower kind of being, which is its image
or imperfect copy. To understand Plotinus is in
great measure to discern the reasons which made
him maintain this apparently contradictory doctrine,